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nup crew discovered this Northern Salamander
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during the Bingig to remove the sewers from tAhe North hadf of the s

this summer. The hopeful search for this little creature began in 1999 shortly after FMC began the cleanup. CRC alsaidiscove
another salamander during their survey of the basin side of the site reinforcing the significance of the return of tinelgalama

(CRC) continued ecological monitoring for select vertebrate
species and butterflies on the Avtex site . Dr. M. Victoria
McDonald, Project Director, and three assistahtSarolyn
Emerick (shorebirds, Fall 2007), David Mitchell (Amphibiang
early Summer 2007), and Jim Bressette (Butterflies, Summd
2008p contributed data for a final report that will include da
numbers, species, time and date detected, exact location,

cleanup website: avtexfibers.com.
CRC Conducts Avtex Field Ecology Survey

By Dr. M. Victoria McDonald found for this type of terrain
was not unexpected. We also
AMPHIBIANS searched for evidence of
We spent the first several breeding productivity. There

weeks in June 2007 Early Sum-WEre NO €9y Masses found.

mer 2007 conducting a com- ;I;gescﬂlr'lzg buIIfrc;gs, grzy tr_ee
plete amphibian survey. Tran- gs, green Irogs, how
sects were laid over the entire V°" &€ e\{ldence that frogs
site, and marked with flagging are attempting to breed here.
tape every 50 meters. We founaBy 'V.“d‘S“m”.‘er 2098’ we
four species of frogs, and one continued to find evidence of

salamander. The numbers and g?egegrfigglgglg ttsgr?;sﬁg:%t;
diversity of amphibians we late as August 2008. Again,

D -

weather, and habitat. This report will be soon available on tHe

- ) ) ) ies few weeks of miesummer
This summer, the Smithsonian Conservation Research Cenlern 0 egg masses of any species

were detected. Green frogs aresampling. The increase in
considered t o nusbersanadivarpty coulde e r s
of habitats previously devoid be weatherelated, but were
of breeding amphibians, and probably due to the increasing
they are also considered to be ecological diversity that is
the toughest or best able to  being created naturally and by
withstand contaminanisof all human design by planting na-
the mid-Atlantic area amphibi- tive Virginia vegetation at the
ans. we are hopeful that the ~ Avtex site. The most common
calling frogs will soon produce Species seen in miglly were
tadpoles that mature and breedhe Cabbage White and
themselves. Clouded Sulfur; by the end of
We plan to continue the July, we were seeing more
amphibian monitoring with Pearly Eyes and Checker
censuses early in 2009. Spots.

BUTTERFLIES TURTLES

We found 14 species of Turtle diversity for 2007
butterflies in the Summer of and 2008 remains essentially
2007, all of them common and unchanged since 2006, when
expected for the relatively few we first started the surveys.
wild flower types blooming at The most common species, not
the Avtex site. We discovered unexpectedly, is the Painted
an increase in diversity of but-
terflies in 2008; we tabulated

; Lo Continued on page 4
23 different species in just a

ISSUE 8

FMC began removing sewers from thepletion of the North Half, the linear feet
North half of the site early in 2005. By the of sewers removed grew to 47,000.
end of 2007, with tens of thousands of sew- FMC is now removing an additiona
ers left to remove, a field worker referred 12,000 linear feet of sewers from the
to the project as fAsthe Big Dig, o a n
which continues to describe the project
today. Some _of t he mas s|

Initially, FMC planned to remove ter sewer lines (photo left and right)

,350 linear feet of sewers; but upon comVere buried up to a depth O.f ?’0 feet,
. WS making the removal more difficult and

more tedious than originally envi-
sioned.
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The Big Dig Continues West of the Railroad
Tracks



